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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY ‘7, @ 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 8, 1974 


Missouri Historical Society 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Attention: Mr. Lesser 


Gentlemen: 


You were kind enough to permit us to study your 1843 Pierre Chouteau, 
Jr. & Co. Upper Missouri Outfit Indian peace medal. It was given to you by 
the Pierre Chouteau family in 1967, and had been on loan to you prior thereto. 


The obverse and reverse of the medal are separate, each having a 
copper plated outside shell surface. Type metal fills each shell. The com- 
bined weight of both parts is 165 grams and the specific gravity is 7.2 approxi- 
mately. The pieces doesnot fit together properly:and the loop section of each 
piece is not pierced for use and is not large enough to pierce. Your medal has 
been recently cleaned as you may know. 


It was our thought that it was possible that the type metal or pewter 
pieces which are mentioned in literature and the two known remaining examples 
in the American Numismatic Society collection might have been so poor in ap- 
pearance that copper plating of originals was done to be more present able to 
the indians. The two pieces in the American Numismatic Society collection are 
illustrated, one in the monograph of Bauman Belden (1927) and the other in the 
book by Francis Prucha (1971). 


We regret to advise you that in our opinion your two piece medal is 
an electrotype copy of one of the original medals in, the American Numismatic 
Society collection and is not genuine. 


The principal reasons are as follows: 


1. Benjamin Mead struck these medals in soft metal between two dies 
and both "pewter" originals are in one piece and not two. The typical -electro- 
type is made in two pieces, then filled and joined. 


2. Certain dents and defects not in the dies for the genuine pieces 
are found on both the original and on your piece, indicating a copy was made 
from another piece rather than struck with dies, such as: 


(A) A heavy dent extends into the field from the top of 
the nose, approximately 30 degrees upward from the horizontal. 
This same dent is shown on the Belden illustration of the 
genuine plece, 


(B) On the reverse below the letters PEAC is a planchet 
defect being a large trapezoidal identation clearly visible 
on the original. This cannot happen on two separately struck 
pieces, 
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(C) The joinder of the loop onto the reverse leaves a 
solder mark on the outside decorated border which is identical 
to the solder mark on the genuine piece. Two loops cannot be 
soldered with identical damage to the medal. ) 


(D) There are three dents on the heel of the thumb of 
the Indians hand and these are in line sloping down from 
right to left. These same dents are in the original. Dents 
are not in a die and cannot be the same on two genuine pieces. 


(E) There is a raised lump in the field of the obverse 
below the left side of the right upright of H and this is 


visible in the genuine. It cannot be from the die. 


(F) There are other defects which are minor but are con- 
clusive. ; 


We hope we have been helpful and feel that the item should be 


as a copy if displayed. Your piece is returned herewith. 


EPN: jah 


Encl, 


Sincerely, 
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Eric P. Newman 
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marked 


FROM : 


MONEY MUSELIM FAX NO. + 3145165983 Feb, 16 2064 12:45PM 


a. oe 4 ! i F) 
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1 got your fax Friday and worked on B. Mead after a couple of pragrams. I hate to tell 
people no on programs now that we are done mowing, Here’s the early returns 


B. Mead does not appear in any of the St. Louis city directories checked so far from 1844 
~1851. Perhaps you knew that already. E. Mead — Edward Mead is listed as a jeweler 
and beginning with the 1845 (pub in 1844) directory he is listed at 52 North First (“dw , 
ws Seventh s of Walnut’) p.122 


1847 Directory (pub. 1846) adds to the entry “watches, clocks, jewelry and plated ware, 
Military and Fancy Goods, manufacturer of silverware — watches and jewelry repaired” 
he is listed at 52 Main St. p, 131 


1848 Directory (pub 1848) is a smaller listing, he is listed back at 52 n First. His 
residence is given as Olive, west of Tenth, His wife Mrs. E. Mead is listed as a 
confectioner at the comer of fourth and Green. 


1851 Directory (pub 1851) Mead has a large 1/8" page ad with his listing in which he has 
specifically added gold and silver jewelry and also specifically added gun making, gun 
repair and enlarged his section on silverware and fancy goods. 


Historical magazine articles and mare will be brought when I get them finished and 
copied (they have to be imaged off microfilm rolls and the copiers at Olin weren’t 
working well ~ copies were too light to read hopefully this will be fixed soon) I am 
tracking down paper copies of some of the stuff now, 


One favor —- Webster has asked me to go with them this Friday to the State Debate 
Tournament in Columbia MO. It will just be Friday. Ifthis is 2 problem please let me 
know, Thanks. Tom 


Pi 


MISSOURI 





March 1, 2004 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


It has been a pleasure speaking with you over the last couple of weeks and I am very pleased to 
know that you have now determined that our peace medal is indeed authentic. Once I receive 
your re-evaluation letter, I will make the necessary changes to both our Item History File and on 
our electronic database. 


Enclosed you will find the following: 
1. Photocopy of your original letter to the Missouri Historical Society dated August 8, 
1974 
2. Photocopies of notes from Charles Van Ravenswaay’s file regarding Benj. Mead 
3. Short summary of findings complied by Anne Woodhouse 


As I mentioned, I will be out of town part of this week, but will call you on Wednesday or 
Thursday of the following week to make an appointment to come and see some of your collection. 
] am very anxious to see your painting by Henry Lewis. 


Sincerely, 





rew Walker, PhD 
rector of Museum Collections 
Missouri Historical Society 


Cc: Loan File, Installation Registrar; Chronological File 


Missouri Historical Society Missouri History Museum Library and Research Center 
P.O. Box 11940 Lindell and DeBaliviere South Skinker Boulevard 
St. Louis, MO 63112-0040 Forest Park 


314.746.4599 
www.mohistory.org 
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1843 PIERRE CHOUTEAU JR. & CO, UPPER MISSOURI OUTFIT 

Indian Peace Medal engraved by B.MEAD D. 8, (Benjamin Mead, Die Sinker of St. 
Louis), Benjamin Mead is mentioned in the 1842 St. Louis Directories and in the 
financial records of the American Fur Company . His family was in the jewelry business 
in St. Louis throughout the middle 19" century and a relative, Edward Mead, was the 
grandfather of Charles M. Russell, the famous Montana cowboy painter. 

This medal variety is described and illustrated by both Belden and Prucha in their 
studies of Indian Peace Medals. It is made by joining two separately prepared pewter 
faces back to back encircled with a bezel, The bezel has a high center ridge which has 
come slightly open at 2 o’clock to 8 o’clock (obverse viewing). The medal is naturally in 
medal turn position for wearing and weighs 277,46 grams The medal’s diameter 
inchiding the bezel is 89 mm. It has 4 3/16” wide loop on the top with an oval shaped 
hole laterally through the loop. The obverse portrait of President Van Buren has a normal 
die break beginning in the hair above the ear and extending radially outward almost to the 
left serif on the bottom of the Tin CHOUTEAU. In 1832 privately distributed medals 
for Indians were required by the US War Department to be called “Decorations” and not 
“Medals”. These private: decorations were prohibited altogether by the U.S. Secretary of 
War on March 22, 1844 because they created disruption of authority for some Indian 
chiefs and elders when younger persons received them for cooperation in the fur trade. 
The reverse design is copied from prior U.S. government issues of silver Indian peace 
medals. The Upper Missouri Outfit was a non-competitive spin off of John Jacob Astor’s 
American Fur Company. Astor’s first fur expeditions began in St, Louis in 1811 and in 
due course it distributed some private silver and later pewter Indian Peace medals of its 
own. The American Fur Company apparently did. not send sufficient requested medals or 
decorations of any kind for the use by the Upper Missouri Outfit, causing it to have its 
own made. While the U.S. government had used and continued to use only silver Peace 
medals for presentation to Indians, the private fur traders had resorted to the use of 
pewter decorations which were larger, heavier and cheaper. The Pierre Chouteau Jr. 
decoration or medal due to the U.S. War Department restrictions was only distributed for 
& period of about one year and is extremely rare. 


Distinguishing features from the couple of other known pieces of the same variety are as 
follows: 


1, On the obverse are a multitude of short scratches in the field in front of Van 
Buren’s chin and upper chest which slope down from upper left to lower right. 

2. On the obverse the soldering of the loop and bezel to the medal or decoration 
extends over the tops of TEA of CHOUTEAU. 

3. On the reverse a bullet shaped dent points downward over the right fringe hanging 
from the stem of the peace pipe and about 9 mm to the right of the crossover of 
the peace pipe and the tomahawk. 


«: 


4. On the reverse is. a raised sausage shaped small lump along the inside of the outer 
circumferential border design which lump would be intersected by an outward 
continuation of the tomahawk handle. 

5. On the reverse is. a tiny raised lump on the inside circular edge of the bezel about 
4 mm from the sausage shaped Jupip. 

6. On the reverse, four of the Indian's finger extremities, the bowl of the peace pipe 
and the hammer end of the tomahawk are somewhat rubbed from being worn 
against the chest of the wearer because they are the highest portioms of the 
reverse design. Similarly on the obverse the drapery on Van Buren’s bust is 
slightly rubbed. 
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Memo 


To: Eric Newman 
From: Andrew Walker (Director) and Anne Woodhouse (Shoeberg Curator) 


RE: Benj. Mead 





B. Mead(e) is not listed in the 1850 personal census, which is indexed. I skimmed the business 
census on microfilm but didn't see him there either, although much of the handwriting is hard to 
read. 


However, 1850 is probably too late. MHS former director Charles van Ravenswaay recorded in 
his notes that Benj. Mead is listed in the 1842 St. Louis directory as a "seal maker and die sinker" 
on Morgan St. between 7th and 8th streets. 


Charles Van Ravensway (CVR) did a lot of newspaper research. In the "Daily Pennant and 
Native American" for Feb. 5, 1841, there is a notice that "A beautiful Native American Medal, 
with appropriate devides and mottoes, has been got up by B. Mead, Esq., and will be for sale this 
morning at our Reading Room and at H.M. Brown's Gunsmith Shop, on Olive St." A similar 
notice appears in the same paper for Aug. 24, 1841, adding "The die is very fine, and the whole 
affair indicates as much taste as it does patriotic feeling. The price is only twenty-five cents, and 
we hope every Native American will afford to purchase one. They are for sale at this office." 


CVR also researched Pierre Chouteau Junior's fur trade cash book, and found a payment on Sept. 
13, 1844, "Merchandise...B.Mead for medals..$22.88", and two other listings of dealings with B. 
Mead, perhaps loan transactions. 
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A beeutiful Native Americen Medal, with appropriate devices and mottoes, 
has teen got up by E.Mead, Esq., and will be for sale this morning at 
our Heeding Room and at H.M.Brown's Gunsmith chop, on Olive Street. 
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Wative American Medals Ibid. Aug. 24,1841 

B.Mead, Esq. at Erown's Gunsmith establishment on Olive St., has got up 
& new and beautiful Native American liedal, with appropriate emblems 

anc motvoes, dedicated to the Native American Association of the United 
States. The die is very fine, and the whole affair indicates as much 
taste as it does patriotic feeling. The price is only twenty-five cents, 
and we hope every Native American will afford to purchase one. They are 
for sale at this office. 


MEAD a Daily Pennant and Native America: 
Mo. Re Sa) cae Association July 8,1841 pe4 


At head of first column is the quotation from Washington and the one 
from #llis, which appearcon the medal of the Mo. N/A.A. , and in between 
these two quotations is ane from Jefferson (see below) 


"I hope we may find some means in the future, of shielding ourselves 
from foreign influence, political, commercial, or in whatever form it 
may be attempted. I can scarcely withohd myself from joing in the wish 


of Silas Deane- 'that there were an ocean of fire between this and the old 
World." Jett < 


Lelow the 5 q¥atations follows the Constitution and By-Laws of Missouri 
Native American Association, and its officers 


Vespasian Ellis, President 


4 inh Vice Presidents 


Daniel D.Page 
A.Tracy W.C.Templeton 
Wek sherrieon Jas.A Rogers 
John Lee 


Henry H.Wright 
James M.Allen 
John Riggin....Corresponding Secretary 
Wm S.Stewart . Recording Secretary 
P.calisbury....Treasurer 


Ser Ketchum 
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(1835) house of Bdward iead & Co, in which they publ 
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62. PIERRE CHOUTEAU MEDAL. Cheap pewter medals, 
produced in St. Louis for the fur traders, continued the 
practice begun with the Astor medals. This particular 
design has the bust of President Van Buren on the ob- 
verse. [Size: 92 mm.] 


een 09a emer Pen ner eases 


RET Ov aren yin oe 


ST EY HOR eames) 


Ife 
i i 
; 
Ii 


The fur traders were not easily stopped by ob- or Bust of Mr. Astor will answer, if no better 
jections from the Indian agents. In 1842 the officials is already made or can be immediately ob: 
of the St. Louis firm, Pierre Chouteau, Jr., and tained. 3 
Company, a successor to the American Fur Com- The persons for the upper country will ré 
pany west of the Mississippi, ordered new medals turn in a few days, but so important do they 
for their northwest business. The western company, deem the medals, or the mould for making 
in August, 1843, wrote an urgent letter to Ramsay them, that a man will be kept back for he 
Crooks, Astor’s successor as President of the Amer- purpose of taking them up on arrival here. You 
ican Fur Company: will therefore perceive the necessity for as great 
dispatch as possible.‘ 7 
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We have on several occasions written . . . re- ‘ 
garding Indian medals, but fearing they have Crooks replied shortly from New York that i 
been overlooked, we beg to call your attention medals were on hand but that it would not xe 
to the matter—and to beg that you will send long to make a moderate number. Within a wee 
forward whatever number may be made by the Crooks reported that half a dozen medals had beet 
earliest possible conveyance—and in addition made from the Astor dies at a cost of three do ar 
thereto, to send at same time the moulds or each, and they were soon sent west to St. Louis.%9 
Dies in which they are made. In a discussion While this business was being transacted, a 
among our Gentlemen here in relation to this, need to acquire medals from New York ceased, f0f 
they came to the conclusion that the die or the company found someone in St. Louis who co ud 
mould procurred some years ago, with a head produce the medals desired. This person was ag 
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that date. They were issued in three sizes, the more important the Indian, the 
Larger was the medal presented. 


15. Obverse: Half-length bust of President Jefferson, in the costume of the period, facing 
left. Legend, TH. JEFFERSON PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. A.D. 1801. 

Reverse: In the centre, clasped hands, the one to the right, with metal wrist-band such as 
was frequently worn by Indian chiefs, and the one to the left, with the braided cuff of a military 
officer; above, a tomahawk and calumet, or peace pipe, crossed; inscription in three lines, 
PEACE | AND | FRIENDSHIP. Plate 13 

Made of two silver shells, struck from dies, united by a collar; ring for suspension at the 
top; size, exclusive of ring, 105 mm.; in the collection of The American Numismatic Society. 
Different specimens vary slightly in size, which is not surprising considering the way in which 
they are constructed. A second medal, in the same collection, measures only 101 mm., and 
the ring is attached in a different manner.!® 

16. Same, size 77 mm. 

17. Same, size 55mm. A second specimen measures 54 mm. 

18. Same as No. 15, except that it is formed of two copper shells and collar; size, 105 mm. 
The only known specimen in this metal is in the collection of The American Numismatic Society. 

19. Same as No. 16 but struck solid, in silver, pierced for suspension, size, 76mm. This 
is the only solid silver medal of this design which has come to the knowledge of the writer. 
It has the appearance of a genuine medal struck for the Indians, but evidently at some later 
date. 


The Collection of The American Numismatic Society contains a medal like 
No. 16, but struck solid, in copper. This is also pierced for suspension and the 
original leather thong, by which it was suspended around the neck of the Indian, 
is still attached to it and the leather bag in which it was kept when not displayed, 
accompanies it. The same collection also contains a medal of the largest size, 
105 mm., struck in pewter, solid, and pierced with a square hole, as though a nail 
had bees ckNeE though it This medal was dug up somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of the Missouri River a number of years ago, and in texture and condition is 
not unlike some of the fur-traders’ medals that were given to Indians in that 


section in 1848 and later. 
Two small pewter medals, sizes, 52 and 50 mm. are in the collection of Mr. 


Robert James Eidlitz of New York. These appear to be of about the same age as 
the large pewter medal just described, but, as neither of them are pierced or 
provided with any attachment for suspension, it is not likely that they were ever 


in the hands of any Indians. The dies for the Jefferson medals, as well as those for 


the medals of James Madison, were the work of Jacob Reich, a native of Germany, 
who was employed as an assistant by Robert Scot, the engraver for the United 
States Mint. . | . 

Many of the medals of Jefferson were given to Indians during the Lewis and 
Clarke expedition from St. Louis to the Pacific coast, 1804 to 1806. Medals are 
mentioned in the Journal of this Expedition as among the articles taken for pre- 


19 Unless otherwise indicated, the medals after Washington are all struck pieces in silver. 


[Budden 
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English traders, who have a fort not far distant, and who, as is their custom, will un- 
doubtedly do everything in their power to excite the Indians against us. 

“This difficulty might nevertheless be somewhat diminished if the government 
could be persuaded to place at our disposal a few presents, which would be delivered to 
the Indians in the name of the President of the United States. The English government, 
if I am well informed, allows the Northwest Company an annual sum for this particular 
purpose. A little indulgence of this nature on the part of the government will secure 
the confidence and friendship of these savages toward us.”’ * 


Mr. Ramsey Crooks, an official of the Company in New York, obtained per- 
mission from the War Department for the American Fur Company to make some 


| mes as will be seen from the following extract from a letter from 
r. Chouteau, November 16, 1832:— 


“The medals for his (McKenzie’s) outfit are in the hands of the die-maker, who, 
I hope, will give us a good likeness de notre estimable grandpapa”’ (Mr. Astor). | 

“‘T wrote to Washington about them and the War Office made no objection to our 
having these ornaments made. Remember they are ornaments not medals.” * 


——<———__—— 


As the dies for the Astor medal were in course of preparation in November, 
1832, the medals were, no doubt, struck either late in 1832 or early in 1883 and are 
described as follows: 


65. Obverse: Undraped bust of John Jacob Astor, eae left. Legend; above, PRESI- 


DENT OF THE; below, AMERICAN FUR COMPAN 


Reverse: In center, clasped hands; above, in a curved tad PEACE AND; below, also in a 
curved line, FRIENDSHIP; crossed tomahawk and peace-pipe, above and below; at top, 
FORT UNION, at bottom, U.M.O. Pierced for suspension. Silver, size, 66mm. Plate 20 


In the catalogue of the Bushnell Collection, which was sold in 1882, a similar 
medal is described as ‘‘Cast in copper, silver plated”’; another silver plated medal 
is recorded. What became of these two madats is not known. There is said to be, 
in the possession of the Astor family a specimen in silver, and a proof, not pierced, 
in copper. The late Benjamin Betts had one described as “silver gilt.” One or 
two others in silver have come to the notice of the writer. The silver one described 
above was found on the prairie, south of Dickinson, North Dakota, in 1882, and 
is now in the collection of The American Numismatic Society. | | 

A similar medal described as tin, unpierced, size, 51 (81 mm.) is mentioned 
in the Bushnell Collection. This, or a similar one, was formerly in the Gunther 
collection, Chicago, and was later left to the Chicago Historical Society, but is 
now in a private collection. Besides being larger than the one described, the legend 
on obverse and reverse is between the edge and an inner circle. This inner circle 
represents the size of the regular medal, 66 mm. As this tin or pewter medal is 
without a hole or suspension ring, it was probably not given to Indians. 


'26 The American Fur Trade of the Far West, by Capt. Hiram M. Chittenden. New York, 1902, p. 342. 
26 Chittenden, p. 343. 
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Rerden 


42 INDIAN PEACE MEDALS ISSUED IN THE UNITED STATES 


A complaint was made to Washington, that, in distributing these medals to 
the Indians, the Company had overstepped its rights, and in a reply to a letter 
from the War Department, Mr. Chouteau stated as follows: 


“before the die for the Astor medal wasstruck the matter wassubmitted to Governor Cass, 
then Secretary of War, who gave his consent to the measure, and a sample of the medals 
was deposited with the department, accompanied me letters of the President of the 
American Fur Company.” 27 


There appears to have been no further oe until March 22, 1844, when 


the privilege of distributing these medals was withdrawn by the Secretary of War. 


66. Obverse: Clothed bust of President Martin Van Buren, facing right; a close copy of 
the portrait on the regular Presidential medal, No. 32; below the bust, the name of the die- 
cutter, B. MEAD. D. S., in small letters. Legend, between an inner circle and two beaded 
circles and the edge; above, PIERRE CHOUTEAU JR. & CO.; below, UPPER MISSOURI 
OUTFIT. Between the upper and lower legend, groups of two and three leaves. 

Reverse: Crossed tomahawk and peace pipe; below, hands clasped; inscription in four 
lines PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP 1848. 

Pewter, size, 92 mm. Small copper attachment for suspension at the top. Plate 20 





Pierre Chouteau, Jr. was the grandson of August Chouteau, one of the founders 
of St. Louis. He was born in St. Louis, Jan. 19, 1789, and died there in 1865. He 
went into the fur business at an early age and was the active partner in the firm of 
Bernard Pratte & Co. who were agents in charge of the Western Department of 
the American Fur Company, which, after uniting with the Columbia Fur Company 
‘In 1827, assumed the name of Upper Missouri Outfit. The firm later became 
Pratte, Chouteau & Co., and, in 1838, its name was changed to Pierre Chouteau 
Jt. @ Oo, ane eid under that title until 1864 when it was absorbed by the 
N ce Fur Company, which was organized by J. B. Hubbell of St. Paul, 
Minn. 


67. Obverse: Clothed bust of President Martin Van Buren, facing right, same as No. 66; 
around bust, two branches of laurel. Legend, between an inner circle and the edge; above, 
UNION FUR COMPANY; below, B. MEAD, D.S. 1844 ST. '. LOUIS, MO.; between upper 
and lower legends, groups of stars. ina amin acces 

Reverse: Same as No. 66, but lacking the date, and the top and bottom lines of the in- 
scription are curved, size, 86 mm. _Pewter with copper attachment for suspension. Plate 21 


The only specimen known was in the Gunther collection, later, in the Chicago 
Historical Society, and is now in a private collection. 

The Union Fur Company was established in 1842, by the firm of Fox, Living- 
ston & Co. of New York, under the management of Ebbetts & Cutting of St. 
Louis, and for a time was an active competitor of the American Fur Company on 
the Missouri River. After three years of losing business, it was absorbed by the 
American Fur Company. 


68. Obverse: Undraped bust of Washington, facing right. Legend between two dotted 
27 Chittenden, p. 343. 
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circles; above, THE FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY, below, small rosette, GEORGE WASH- 
INGTON, two small rosettes. 

Reverse: At top, an eye encircled by rays; below, peace-pipe and tomahawk crossed. In- 
scription, in one straight line, PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP; below that, clasped right hands; 
at the bottom, the date, 1848, under which, in small letters, B. MEapD, D. 8S. St. LOUIS, size, 
90 mm. Pewter. Attachment for suspension as on No. 66. Plate 22 


This medal was evidently made for one of the fur trading firms operating in 
the Missouri territory at this period, but there is nothing to show which one. 
One specimen is in the Massachusetts Historical Society. Another was in the 
Hewitt Collection which was sold in New York in 1914, at which time it was pur- 
chased by W. W. C. Wilson of Montreal, and is now in the collection of The 
American Numismatic Society. A third is in the Western Reserve Historical 
Society, Cleveland, Ohio. It was found in the wall of an old log house on a bluff 
overlooking the Missouri River, not far from St. Joseph. A fourth is in the 
National Museum in Washington. 


ADDENDA 


There are three medals, of sufficient importance to be worthy of mention, the 
origin of which is so uncertain, that it was thought well not to include them in the 
regular series. 


I. Obverse: A perfectly plain field, 53 mm. in diameter, to which has been attached, an 
undraped bust of Washington, facing left; the bust is after the profile portrait by Joseph 
Wright and is from the die of the medal of Washington known as the Wright and Bale medal, 
(Baker, No. 74). Around the edge, is a raised, chased border, 314 mm. wide, and of the 
same thickness, making the full size of the medal 60 mm. Plate 21 

Reverse: Identical with the reverse of the Astor Medal, No. 65, but without the words,’ 
Fort Union, at the top, and the initials, U. M. O., at the bottom. The border is the same as 
on the obverse. An attachment for suspension has been removed. 


While the medal appears to be all in one piece it is probable that the border_ 
was made separately anc attactec fo it. It was plowed up near Mineral Point, 
Wisconsin, and is now in the collection of the The American Numismatic Society. 

II. A perfectly plain field, 61 mm. in diameter, to which is attached, a clothed bust of 
Lafayette, facing right. This bust is from the die of a Lafayette medal by J. Bale. 


Reverse: From the same die as No. 61, the difference in size being due to the wider plain 
field outside the design. 

A border, wider and thicker than that on the previous medal, No. I, and more elaborately 
chased, has been attached, making the size of the complete medal 70 mm. At the top isa 
rather heavy ring for suspension. Plate 21 


Where this medal was found is not known. It was for some years in the 
possession of a New York dealer, and was later acquired by Mr. W. W. C. Wilson 
of Montreal. It is now in the collection of The American Numismatic Society. 

* Medallic Portraits of Washington, by W. S. Baker, Philadelphia, 1885. 
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THE PIERRE CHOUTEAU MEDALS 


The Chouteau medals were made in St. Louis, Missouri in 
1843 from dies engraved locally by a Mr. B. Mead (possibly of 
Mead & Adriance). Pierre Chouteau, Jr. & Co. had tried to 
respond to Indian demands for medals by requesting addi- 
tional Astor medals from Ramsay Crook, president of the 
American Fur Company. It will be remembered that 
Chouteau was instrumental in obtaining permission to make 
and distribute the Astor medals in 1831-2. Crook had six 
Astor medals struck in the fall, 1843, but these were cer- 
tainly too few to fill the need for medals on the frontier. The 
Mead designed pieces fit the bill nicely, as they copied the 
federal types, were noticeably larger and not silver, and could 
be made at home in St. Louis. 


Despite these precautions, taken in the hopes of avoiding 
the opposition raised earlier in Washington to the silver Astor 
medals, distribution of the Chouteau medals was prohibited 


after March, 1844 by order of the Secretary of War. How 
many may have been made between the fall of 1843 and the 
following spring is unknown. It could have been hundreds, or 
just a few. The original mintage is essentially irrelevant, how- 
ever, since the Chouteau medal is a great rarity today. 


Pierre Chouteau, Jr. (1789-1865) was the grandson of the 
founder of both St. Louis, Missouri and the Chouteau fam- 
ily’s fortune in the fur trade. Pierre began trading with the 
Osage Indians at the age of 15. He successfully negotiated a 
deal with Astor’s American Fur Company, his chief competi- 
tor in the west, and by 1834 was able to take over its busi- 
ness there. With uncommon prescience, Chouteau recognized 
the coming end of the mountain fur trade and by 1839 reor- 
ganized his company to concentrate on the commercial value 
of the plains buffalo herds. He died in 1865, blind but rich, 
having recently sold his firm. 





Pierre Chouteau, Jr. 
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184 Pierre Chouteau, Jr.’s George Washington Indian Peace Medal, 1843. Obverse signed B. 
MEAD, D.S. Pewter. Prucha 62, Belden 66. 87.6mm. Rims 3.6 - 3.9mm. thick. 2,133.0 gns. Very Fine 
or slightly better. Pale gray in color on both sides. Holed into the top edge for attachment of a copper 
suspension (now missing). 


e 
Fé 


Very rare: there are probably fewer than 25 of these in all collections. There is one in the Crane 
Collection (Denver), found in a grave near Missoula, Montana in 1939. The ANS has two and there is 
one in the University of North Dakota’s collection but the Glenbow Museum and the Schermer Collec- 
tion (National Portrait Gallery) each lack a specimen. There was no Chouteau medal in the Garrett, 
Dreyfuss, Hunter, Wilson, or Senter sales. The St. Louis Historical Society is said to have the 
Chouteau medal dies. This example is among the finest seen by the cataloguer. 


Unforgivingly described by Mr. Ford in his inimitable style as “Sharpness of VF-35 with traces of 
lustre, but badly handled: obvious obverse edge gouge above OF, rims shaved or narrowed upon both 
sides at about 1 o’clock, other edge, rim, border damage, principally upon reverse, serious diagonal cuts 
or scratches at 1-2:00 upon obverse obliterating UN, parts of TRY (of COUNTRY), similar but lesser 
obverse defacement in legend and below at 7 o’clock progressing to R., several light scratches upon 
both sides. Flan very slightly bent. Clearly not a restrike or remainder.” 


The medal is accompanied by an old paper exhibition label from an undated “Birmingham Mission- 
ary Exhibition” describing the medal as “Medal given to the chief of Sioux Tribe before he fled to 
Canada” and as loaned to the exhibition by a “Lord Hatherton.” There were several exhibitions 
mounted in Birmingham, England by various missionary societies in the 1870’s. There were several 
bands of Sioux that fled to Canada to escape murderous attacks by U.S. armed forces in the 1870’s. 
The title Baron Hatherton was created in 1835 for Edward John Littleton (1791-1863) and was succes- 
sively held through the 19th c. 


Ex Sotheby’s (London) sale of July 23, 1969, lot 374. 
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A VERY FINE CHOUTEAU MEDAL 
Among the Finest Seen 





184 Pierre Chouteau, Jr.’s George Washington Indian Peace Medal, 1843. Obverse signed B. 
MEAD, D.S. Pewter. Prucha 62, Belden 66. 87.6mm. Rims 3.6 - 3.9mm. thick. 2,133.0 gns. Very Fine 
or slightly better. Pale gray in color on both sides. Holed into the top edge for attachment of a copper 
suspension (now missing). 


Very rare: there are probably fewer than 25 of these in all collections. There is one in the Crane 
Collection (Denver), found in a grave near Missoula, Montana in 1939. The ANS has two and there is 
one in the University of North Dakota’s collection but the Glenbow Museum and the Schermer Collec- 
tion (National Portrait Gallery) each lack a specimen. There was no Chouteau medal in the Garrett, 
Dreyfuss, Hunter, Wilson, or Senter sales. The St. Louis Historical Society is said to have the 
Chouteau medal dies. This example is among the finest seen by the cataloguer. 


Unforgivingly described by Mr. Ford in his inimitable style as “Sharpness of VF-35 with traces of 
lustre, but badly handled: obvious obverse edge gouge above OF, rims shaved or narrowed upon both 
sides at about 1 o’clock, other edge, rim, border damage, principally upon reverse, serious diagonal cuts 
or scratches at 1-2:00 upon obverse obliterating UN, parts of TRY (of COUNTRY), similar but lesser 
obverse defacement in legend and below at 7 o’clock progressing to R., several light scratches upon 
both sides. Flan very slightly bent. Clearly not a restrike or remainder.” 


The medal is accompanied by an old paper exhibition label from an undated “Birmingham Mission- 
ary Exhibition” describing the medal as “Medal given to the chief of Sioux Tribe before he fled to 
Canada” and as loaned to the exhibition by a “Lord Hatherton.” There were several exhibitions 
mounted in Birmingham, England by various missionary societies in the 1870’s. There were several 
bands of Sioux that fled to Canada to escape murderous attacks by U.S. armed forces in the 1870's. 
The title Baron Hatherton was created in 1835 for Edward John Littleton (1791-1863) and was succes- 
sively held through the 19th c. 


Ex Sotheby’s (London) sale of July 23, 1969, lot 374. 





— 166 — ‘ 


ANS Board of Trustees Meeting March 6, 2004 
Agenda Page 14 





Loan Proposals 
New Loans 


1. The Cornish Colony Museum, Cornish NH, requests the loan of seven medals : 
By Henry Hering 
° 1940.100.960-AE medal, ca.1924, HENRY BACON 1866. Value est.$750.00 
° 0000.999.48571-AE medal, ca. 1909, ALICE OLIN DOWS, STEPHEN OLIN DOWS. Value 
est.: $3000 
By Frances Grimes 
* 0000.999.48556-AE plaque,1921, HAROLD TRIPP CLEMENT JUNIOR. Value est.: $3000 
° 0000.999.48557-AE plaque, 1921, CAROLYN CLEMENT & HER SISTER PATRICIA. 
Value est.: $5000 
e 1940.100.2291- AE medal, 1931, CHI OMEGA AWARD. Value est.: $500 
By Herbert Adams 
© 1924.145.1- AE Plaque, 1912, PEGGY GANTT. Value est.: $4000 
°¢ 1933.64.44- AE medal, ca 1891, CHARLES PRATT. Value est. $1000 
for the exhibition entitled : “A Cornish Colony Extravaganza”. 
The period of the loan is from May 29- October 24, 2004. 


2. Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, requests the loan of the Spanish 
Colonial Mexican ingot (Acc. # 2002.34.4- estimated value $4 000) for the exhibition entitled 
“Our Peoples”. The period of the loan: May, 2004-September, 2009. 


Renewals of Loans 


3. The New York Public Library, requests a renewal through aed 22, 2004 of the loan of five 
objects: 
¢ Russian “Wire” Money (Kopek), AE, Ca. 1689-1725 
(Acc.# 1914.265.47, estimated at $25.00) . 
Medal Commemorating , Peter the Grate’s visit to France, AE, 1717 
(Acc.#1951.109.1, estimated at $.300.00) 
Russian Beard Tax Coin, AE, 1717 
(Acc.#1914.265.55.,estimated at $5,000) 
Russian Two Rouble Coin, AV, Ca 1689-1725 
(Acc. # 1893.14.1099, estimated at $850.00) 
Russian Order of St. Anne, First Class, Civil Rank, Ca. 1800 
° (Acc.#1924.206.1, estimated at $5,000) 
for the exhibition entitled: “ Russia Engages the World , 1453-1825”. 


4. The Yorktown Victory Center, Yorktown, Virginia requests a renewal , through March 2006, 
of the loan of the George IIJ/ Indian and Quaker-Indian Peace Medal (Acc.# 1941.69.1-value 
$75,000) for continued inclusion in its permanent exhibition entitled “Witnesses to Revolution”. 
The conditional report with color photograph is attached. 


5. Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, Charlottesville, Virginia, requests a renewal 
through March 2006, of the loan of the Thomas Jefferson Indian Peace Medal (Acc. 1940.100.221, 
estimated at $175,000). The Foundation would like to continue the inclusion of the medal in their 
permanent exhibition, entitled “Framing the West ‘at Monticello: Thomas Jefferson and the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition.” 

The condition report and color photograph is attached. 


6. National Park Service, Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site, Williston, North 
Dakota, requests a renewal through March 2006, of the loan of the Astor Peace Medal, 

(1920.210.1, estimated at $120,000) and the Chouteau Peace medal (0000.999.30580, estimated at 

$30,000) for continued inclusion in its permanent exhibition in Visitor Center at Fort Union Trading 
Post. 


-——— 


